Mountain Gorillas  lesson plans 
(Primary or Intermediate)

Day #1:   

Lesson objectives:  Students will….
· gain background knowledge and vocabulary about mountain gorillas through watching a podcast.

· identify important information (note taking skills).

· navigate through a website.

Materials needed:
· Smart Board or projection screen for the travel4life.org website or individual computers with headphones
· Note catcher hand-out for students 
Lesson plan:
1. Share the learning goals with students.

2. Give students background information on Dean Jacobs: world traveler who is working for the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International (DFGFI) to photograph and write about mountain gorillas and other projects the DFGI is involved with in Africa.
3. Demonstrate how to get on Dean’s  Travel4life.org website and explain how the home page works.

4. Tell students that we will be watching a podcast where Mr. Jacobs shows pictures and tells about his first experience visiting mountain gorillas in the wild.  (It would also be a good idea to show the students on a map of Africa where the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, and Rwanda are so they get a sense of where the gorillas live.)

5. Hand out the note catcher to students and tell them they will use the left side to write down facts they thought were interesting or important about gorillas or Africa in general.  Tell them that later on they will be using these notes to help them write a letter to Dean Jacobs.  

6. Go to the podcast section of the website and show the podcast:  Mountain Gorillas of the DRC  (8min).  Stop at various intervals to give students time to take notes.
7. After the podcast discuss the kinds of information they wrote in their notes.  Then model how to write specific questions about their notes on the right side of the note catcher.  Tell students they will be able to ask Mr. Jacobs these questions in the letter they write to him.

	Note Catcher

For the Travel4life.org  Website

	Name:                                                                     Date:  



	What did you learn about 

mountain gorillas?
[image: image1.wmf]

	Questions you have…
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Day #2:   

Lesson objectives:  Students will….
· gain vocabulary skills through identifying unfamiliar words in an article.
· analyze and define unfamiliar vocabulary words. 

· gain knowledge of mountain gorillas by reading an article about them.
Materials needed:
· Primary or Intermediate Mountain Gorillas  article 
· Large Vocabulary Rating Chart for teacher to write on
· Individual VRC  for students
Lesson plan:

1. Share the learning goals with students.
2. Pass out the Mountain Gorillas article and tell them it was written by Dean Jacobs so he could share with us what he is learning about mountain gorillas while working in Africa.

(There is also a more advanced version of this article on the Travel4life.org website under the Dian Fossey Project  tab.)

3. Have students read the article and underline any words they didn’t know or were curious about.

4. When all students have finished the article, pass out the Vocabulary Rating Chart.  Have students take turns sharing a word they didn’t know.  The teacher writes the word on the chart while the students write it on their individual charts.  

5. For each word have the students rate it by putting a check mark in either the: I know it, I’ve heard of it, or I’ve never heard of it  box.  Find the word in the article and see if anyone can define it.  If not, the teacher then gives a brief definition of the word and writes the definition in the Meaning box on the chart.  Students copy the definition and then draw a quick-sketch of what the word means.

(Students can also take turns coming up to the big chart and drawing the picture.) 
6. When the unknown words have been defined, have students read the article again silently.  Afterwards discuss how this time through knowing the vocabulary words helped them understand the article better.

Variation:  If you would rather introduce the vocabulary words before students read the article, here are some suggestions:  
Primary  :  discover, dangerous, calmly, Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, studying, 
                  protecting, vegetarian, researchers, fingerprints
Intermediate:  glance, Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International, dedicated, protection, primate, 
                      vegetarian, researchers, crest
Vocabulary Rating Chart

How much do you know about these words?

Name:_____________________________

	Word
	I 

know 

it.
	I’ve

heard

of it.
	I’ve never heard of it.
	Meaning
	Picture it!



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Day #3:   

Lesson objectives:  Students will…
· gain knowledge of mountain gorillas by reading an article about them.
· identify important information (highlighting, note taking skills).

Materials needed:
· Primary or Intermediate Mountain Gorillas  article  
· Highlighters
· Note catcher hand-out for students 

· Large Note Catcher Chart for teacher to write on (optional)
Lesson plan:

1. Share the learning goals with students.  Remind them that later on they will be using these notes to help them write a letter to Dean Jacobs.
2. Reread the Mountain Gorillas article for warm-up.  Either listen in while students whisper-read or take a running record on a student.
3. Model how to skim through the article to find information they thought was important, interesting, or that they had a question about.  Mark this information with a highlighter.

4. Model how to transfer this information to the Note Catcher sheet in the “What you learned” section and write a question about the information in the “Questions you have…” section.
Example:  
What I learned…  Researchers have been studying mountain gorillas for 40 years.

Question…. Why have they been studying mountain gorillas longer than any other wild animal?

5. Once students understand what to do, have them write their notes and questions independently while you check in and provide assistance. 
6. Take time at the end to have students share some of their notes with the group.

Running Record

   Name:________________________________                                                     Date:__________________

   Title: ____________________________________________                 RW:_____
     Level:_____

	Pg.
	
	E
	SC
	Cues Used

	
	
	
	
	

	            # Errors:_______          #SC:_______          %Accuracy:_______          SC Ratio:_______       



	Retelling:   Characters                             High _____                  Aided _____                 

                      Main Idea                   Moderate _____             Unaided _____                         

                      Sequence                              Low _____

                      Story Language


	Teaching Point:


Day #4:   

Lesson objectives:  Students will…
· learn letter-writing skills.
· use their notes to compose a letter.
Materials needed:
· Primary or Intermediate Mountain Gorillas  article 
· Students’ Note catcher hand-out  

· Computer screen or Smart board

· Letter ideas to Dean  power point
Lesson plan:

1. Share the learning goals with students.  

2. Warm-up:  Have students reread the Mountain Gorillas article and add any new facts or questions they have to their note catcher.

3. Discuss format of a letter and show Letter ideas to Dean  power point  to recommend ideas for the content of a letter to Dean Jacobs.

4. Go through the list of ideas again, this time sharing a model letter to Mr. Jacobs with an example of each idea in it.  The ideas in the letter can be color-coded to match those on the list.  (See example)

5. Students write a letter to Dean Jacobs using the ideas from their note catcher.

Dear Mr. Dean,
· Introduce yourself.

· Tell what part of the website we looked at. 

· Tell what you liked about the website. 

· Tell what you learned or connected with.

· Ask questions!

· End with a thank you or kind comment.

Your friend,
Example Letter
Dear Mr. Jacobs,


I am a reading teacher at Highland Elementary in Centennial, Colorado.  My students and I have been using your website to learn about mountain gorillas.  We just watched your podcast called “Mountain Gorillas of the DRC”. Your photos of the gorillas are amazing!  They made us feel like we were actually there.  
It is really neat that you got to spend a whole hour with the gorillas in the wild.  That is much more exciting than just seeing them in a cage at the zoo!  We learned that the rangers make gorilla sounds to let the gorillas know they are coming.  What kinds of sounds have you heard them make?  We also learned that researchers have been studying mountain gorillas for over 40 years.  Why have they been studying the gorillas longer than any other wild animal?  
Thank you for teaching us about mountain gorillas.  It is interesting and exciting to learn from someone who is right there with them!
Your friend,

Ms. Tharp

Day #5:   
Lesson objectives:  Students will…
· navigate through a website.
· learn how to send a letter on a blog.  
Materials needed:
· Smart Board (Optional)

· Edited letter to Dean Jacobs.
· Computer or eee PC for each student.

Lesson Plan:
1. Remind students how to get on the www.travel4life.org website.

2. Model how to get on the blog section of the website.

3. Look at photos, read, and discuss any entries Dean has posted on the blog that might be of interest to the students.  

4. Show students how to post a comment on the blog (see instructions below)

5. Have students type letter and post on the blog.


Day #6:   

Lesson objectives:  Students will…
· navigate through a website.
· read a letter they have received on a blog.  

Materials needed:
· Computer or Eee PC for each student or pair of students
Lesson Plan:
1. With a partner, have students get on the blog section of the travel4life.org website and find their letter from Dean Jacobs.

2. Have students read the letter they wrote to Mr. Jacobs to their partner, then read his letter in response.  Switch and have the other partner share their letters.
How to Post a Comment on the

Travel4life.org website

· Type:   travel4life.org    into the browser box 

· Click on:  Go or press the Enter key
· Click on:   Blog Site on the menu choice of the Home page
· Look at the bottom of the first blog entry you see.
· Click on:   Comments
· Scroll down to the bottom of the comments section.

· Type in your first name only.

· Type in your teacher’s email address or wait for someone to come type it for you.  

(If you are at home, type in your parent’s email address.)

· Type your letter in the Comments box.

· Click on:  Post

· Type in the random letters in the empty box.  Make sure they are exactly as they appear!

· Click on:  Continue
